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E D I T O R I A L  

By Margaret Brown 

After the severe winter I imagine most of us en-

dured we are now looking forward to warm sunny 

days. It is good to see new life in our gardens and in 

the fields.  Yesterday was a beautiful sunny day. 

While I was out for my customary early morning 

walk, the sun was so bright, even at such an early 

hour, so that at some points on my walk it was diffi-

cult to see the path because of the radiance of the 

sun. To-day as I write this it is dull and grey and it 

is raining.  What a contrast with the brilliance of 

yesterday ï a bit like life really ï sunshine and 

shadow. 

I am reminded of Johnôs vision of the triumphant Christ in Revelation where he de-

scribes Jesus face ólike the sun shining in all its brillianceô (Revelation 1:16). It was 

no wonder that he fell at the Lordôs feet in worship; he was blinded by the radiant 

vision. John was in a place of shadow, yet he is given this brilliant vision of the Lord 

which sustained and strengthened him. 

A few weeks ago I was in a place of shadow due to the death of my much loved 

mother. It was a sad time and the sorrow still lingers, yet it was a time of joy, be-

cause my mother ówent homeô to be with the Lord she had loved and served for 

many, many years. Now she is óforever with the Lordô living in that place of radi-

ance for she is in the presence of the living Lord. The Hope that we as Christians 

have prevents the shadow from enveloping us in deep gloom. There is a bright future 

ahead for all whose trust is in Jesus and as His followers we live in the Light. The 

prayers of Godôs people are strengthening and sustaining me.  I am so grateful for 

Godôs caring, loving family. 

We have just celebrated Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit to that small group 

of believers in Jerusalem to empower them to be the Lordôs witnesses throughout the 

world.  The Spirit has not been withdrawn for He lives within each believer and em-

powers us to continue the work Jesus began here on earth. We rely on Him and on 

the power He gives us.   

In this edition of News and Views you can read of how the Spirit is at work among 

the women of Europe in the various articles we have for you.  Also you will read of 

the new óoutfitô which has been prepared for the women of Germany. 

I would like for you to consider how you can be part of News and Views. Wies and I 

would love to hear of what is happening in your country or district, of how the Spirit 

is at work.  You can e-mail us at the addresses given at the back of the magazine. 
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In Acts 4:31 we read, óafter they had prayed, the place where they were meeting was 

shaken.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of God 

boldlyô. That must have been some prayer meeting.  Perhaps it is time for us to be 

ever more earnest in our praying, really seeking Godôs will as we pray, seeking for 

Him to be evident in all we do, say and think. Often when we pray we are asking 

God to do what we think instead of seeking His mind and His will.  Like those first 

believers may we devote ourselves óto the apostlesô teaching and to the fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and to prayerô (Acts 2:42). There are prayer requests at the 

back of the magazine; please make use of them, praying Godôs will into each life 

and situation.   

May we all experience the Son shining in all His brilliance and may He, by His 

Spirit, enable us to reflect that brilliance in our lives to a watching world.   

óGrow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory 

now and foreverô.     

 Margaret Brown 

 His head and hair were white 
like wool, as white as snow, 
and his eyes were like blazing 
fire. His feet were like bronze 
glowing in a furnace, and his 
voice was like the sound of 
rushing waters. In his right 
hand he held seven stars, and 
out of his mouth came a sharp 
double-edged sword. His face 
was like the sun shining in all 
its brilliance.  

Revelations 1:14-16 



 

 

6     N E W S &  V I E W S 

P R E S I D E N T I A L  L E T T E R  

By Livija Lame 
 

Dear Sisters 

First of all I want to express my thanks to 

Margaret and Wies and to her husband for 

their heart and job for this magazine to 

make it possible to be in touch with each 

other. And also to EBWU webmaster Peter, 

who helps us to meet each other through our 

webpage. 

I greet you with the words from John 1:3 

Through Him all things were made; with-

out Him nothing was made that has been 

made.  

Iôd like to share the words expressed by Anne Graham Lotz: 

ñGod is not one of several gods. He is absolutely supreme over everything! God is 

greater than creation. This means there is nothing in my life - 

¶ no circumstance or crisis, 

¶ no habit or heartache, 

¶ no sickness or grief, 

¶ nothing visible or invisible ... 

Nothing that is greater than God! 

What are you facing that is greater than you are? 

¶ A habit? 

¶ A person? 

¶ A problem? 

Praise God for His deity! He is the Creator Who is in authority over everything, 

fully able to control that which not only seems but is beyond our abilities to handle.ò 

The winter has passed and it was severe and rich of snow in Europe. Many of us 

have gone through many troubles and difficulties due to the economical crisis, loos-

ing a job and shelter and going through grief. In such situations itôs very important to 

remember God is still Almighty and He controls everything even what seems impos-

sible to us. Whatever your situation is, keep on working in faith and obedience. 

Godôs ways are not our ways and often when we least expect it He will break into 

our lives and ministry and pour out His blessings in spite of visible circumstances. 

May the Holy Spirit refill our hearts with His love.  
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I had the privilege to visit Belarus in the coldest month of a year - January - but ex-

perienced Godôs peoplesô love which makes us warm. At the beginning of February 

EBWU Committee officers were kindly hosted by the Baptist Union of Hungary and 

the Theological Seminary in Budapest which Aniko arranged. We planned and 

prayed for all of you and future plans. 

In March was the EBF meeting in Belgrade, Serbia. It was encouraging to know our 

brothers and sisters work hard to rebuild and enlarge their church.  

In April was planned to have the Executive Committee meeting in Denia, Spain. But 

God stopped us in a special way through volcano ash in Iceland. God spoke to us in 

a special way: have you forgotten that I Am Sovereign even over the vault of the 

heaven! I stopped short before God and asked: What are You teaching!? 

And we cancelled this meeting and met 3 weeks later in Prague after the NEBWiM 

conference.  The NEBWiM conference theme was: óWorship in the Seasons of Lifeô. 

In all our difficulties we experience specially Godôs blessings and leading. 

 

Finally may I ask for your prayers: for the Leadership Conference in Hawaii in July. 

I hope to see some of you there. And pray for Leaders and new Leadersô Conference 

in Budapest, Hungary in November this year. I thank you for your prayer support till 

now and the hospitality that I have received in your countries visiting you. 

God bless you all! This letter comes with my love and prayers for you all. 

Livija Lame 
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S C O T L A N D  C O N F E R E N C E  

Report on Scottish  

Conference  

September 2009 

 

by Margaret Brown 

The annual Scottish Baptist 

Womenôs conference takes 

place each year at the begin-

ning of September and is 

held in University Hall, St 

Andrews, a lovely town on 

the east coast.  When we in Scotland get together there is always time for fellowship, 

fun and food and we had generous helpings of all three!  It is an ideal opportunity to 

have time away from the mundane things of life and take time out to be encouraged 

in the Lord and to spend time with our sisters in Christ, catching up on news with 

óoldô friends and also making new ones.  There are lots of opportunities to share our 

joys and sorrows and to pray for one another and this mainly goes on in little group 

conversations or on one-to-one chats.    
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The main speaker was Elaine Duncan, Chief Executive of the Scottish Bible Soci-

ety; she has also worked with Scripture Union and the Universities Christian Fellow-

ship and participated in events such as the Keswick Convention and Spring Harvest.  

Her theme for the weekend was óFollowing Jesusô and was divided into three ses-

sions ï óLearning with Jesusô; óGrowing with Jesusô; óWorking with Jesusô ï using 

scripture mainly from Colossians and Johnôs gospel.   Elaine guided us through inci-

dents from Jesus life and encouraged us to see what Jesus is doing to-day.  She 

stressed the importance of living as He did, of being like Him in our conduct and of 

being with people for God and being with God for people ï intimacy and involve-

ment.  This comes out of the richness of our relationship with the Lord; depending 

on how rich our relationship is will determine our effectiveness as Christians in our 

world.  She finished with a suggestion that maybe our expectation of what the Lord 

can do needs to be raised.  Jesus is óyesô to all of Godôs promises. 

We always have a Baptist Missionary with us and Jacqui Wells who had just retired 

from working amongst the Karen people of Thailand was present with us and 

brought an up-to-date report of the work going on there in word and in power-point 

pictures. 
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Saturday evening is 

a fun time with a 

number of the 

women taking part.  

As this was the be-

ginning of the 100th 

year of Baptist 

womenôs work in 

Scotland we looked 

back over the years 

in a humorous and 

entertaining way. 

On Sunday morning 

we joined with the 

Baptist Church in St 

Andrews for their morning worship service, and in the evening we shared in a  

worship and Communion service led by our President, Rev. Annette Morrison. 

 

We were very honoured and privileged to have the EBWU President, Livija Lame, 

with us for the weekend. Over the past year the women have shown more interest in 

Europe and at our national committee meetings (four per year) I bring a short report 

and mention items for prayer. It was good 

for the women to see Livija in person and 

she had the opportunity to speak briefly 

on the work amongst Baptist women in 

areas of Europe.  I know that since then 

the interest has been maintained ï long 

may it continue!  It was a joy to have 

Livija with us and for her to be able to 

participate in the conference. The women 

received her well and now when we are 

thinking about Europe they picture her as 

a real person and not just a name.  She 

encouraged us and was keen to hear how 

things are in SBWF and she left some-

thing of the fragrance of Jesus among us. 

These times of gathering together are always precious and beneficial in our walk 

with Jesus as we seek to follow Him more closely and more obediently, and so we 

give God thanks for all that was accomplished. 
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By Natasha Chernyahovskaya 

In January of this year, our European President, Livija Lame spent time with the 

women of Belarus at their regional conference.   

January 15th ï Livija attended the sistersô prayer group at Calvary Church in Minsk, 

where she joined the sisters in prayer for the charity ministry to orphans and widows 

in Belarus.  Livija spoke of the godly life and ministry of the sisters in Latvia and in 

other countries of Europe, Asia and Africa.   

January 16th ï Approximately 200 women gathered in Minsk from the churches 

round that area and also a bit further away.  They came together in óthe Gospel of 

Lightô Church to learn how to live godly lives in their families, churches and com-

munities on the basis of the Word of God.  óTrain yourself to be godlyô (1Tim.4:7) 

was the theme of the Conference.   

The head pastor of Minsk region, Gennadiy Brutskiy opened the Conference with a 

prayer.  A guest from America, and evangelist, Mikhil Savin, talked of the close rela-

tionship of Abraham with God, about Sarahôs obedience to her husband and to God, 

and he wished the sisters to proclaim Christ with their godly lives in their land.  

Mikhail Bogdanov, pastor of óGethsemaneô Church in Manulishchi, spoke on seven 

stages of spiritual growth, based on 2Pet.1:3-11, dwelling mostly on the fifth stage 

of godliness.  The womenôs choir from óCalvaryô Church greeted the participants 

with hymns of praise to God. The sisters of the Skovshino Church also brought mu-

sical items.  A moving experience was the number who testified to the work of God 

in their lives, for example, families of those who had adopted orphans into their own 

families.  

With great attention the sisters lis-

tened to the greeting from the 

EBWU president Livija Lame 

from Riga, Latvia, to her testi-

mony and encouragement of a 

godly life.  Livija called on all the 

sisters to thank God for His grace 

and limitless love with the words, 

óIn everything give 

thanksô (1Thess.5:18), sharing 

from her own personal life.  When 

her husband died, she became a 

widow with three children.  She 

learned anew how to live, praying 

and studying the Word of God.   



 

 

1 2      N E W S &  V I E W S 

The Lord spoke to her in a special way through reading Psa.116:7, Be at rest once 

more, O my soul, for the Lord has been good to you.ô She took these words into her 

heart and began to trust God as her heavenly Father. Livija also showed pictures 

from EBWU and from the Committee.  

Sisters Natalya Kolesnichenko and Vera Shpileva from Gomel shared about their 

ministry among the women in summer camps, teaching Bible study, cooking, talking 

with unmarried sisters about preparation for future family life.   

Vera also has a ministry among women in prison, and asked for prayer that this work 

might continue as she has seen many bright examples of women who have come to 

know God.   

Grigoriy Podrez, assistant to the head pastor in Minsk region, and pastor of the 

óHouse of Peaceô Church in Minsk also spoke as did Sister Larissa Verhlina from the 

same church.  A time of prayer closed the Conference and the sisters went home re-

joicing in the fellowship they had with each other in the name of the Lord, inspired 

for work in His field in 2010, which is the year of evangelism. 

January 17th ï Livija attended morning service in Pinsk, and took part in it.  Later 

she participated in the regional Conference for the sisters of Pinsk and neighbouring 

villages and was able to share with them and encourage them with the same spiritual 

B E L A R U S  C O N F E R E N C E 
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programme as in Minsk the previous day.  With Livija was Aleksandr Filisjuk, Ex-

President of Belarus, who was a great support to her on this trip. Vladimir Vandich, 

Director of Camp Zemchuzinka attended the conference and he issued an invitation 

to Livija to come to the camp this summer and see the children when they are there, 

and also to visit a home for the elderly which they hope to open in June. 

Livija had a very blessed time in Belarus, and experienced the grace and help of the 

Lord in all things ï in her addresses, in conversations, and in practical ways too.  

Even in the severe winter, the temperature was only -5 degrees and not -20 as was 

predicted, and Livija was able to do a little sight-seeing. The sisters were most warm 

and loving and grateful for her visit as were the brothers. Livija was a blessing to the 

people of Minsk and Pinsk where she visited and ministered; she in turn was 

blessed. God is good. 

Please pray for the womenôs work in Belarus. Vera Tihon is responsible for the 

Minsk area but there is no national womenôs leader which is a cause for concern ï 

even the brothers are thinking about this. Pray that the Lord will bring forward the 

woman of His choice who will serve Him by serving the women of Belarus as the 

national womenôs leader. 



 

 

 1 4      N E W S &  V I E W S 
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Report of Hungarian Conference 

This Conference was held in Jozsef Street 

Baptist Church, Budapest in February 2010.  

The Executive Committee of the EBWU 

were holding their meetings in Budapest a 

few days earlier and it seemed an ideal op-

portunity to gather the Hungarian women for 

a conference with them while they were 

there.  

It was arranged by Aniko Ujvari, the EBWU 

Secretary, who is a member of Jozsef Street 

Baptist Church in Budapest,  and ably led by Eva Solyom and Tunde Eszes. 

Three of the EBWU Officers ï Livija Lame, Presi-

dent, Margun Warem, Vice-President and Elisabeth 

Vekas, Treasurer ï addressed the women who at-

tended.  Livija shared about the work in Europe, il-

lustrating her message with pictures and giving per-

sonal testimony of Godôs grace in the life of her son.  

Margun spoke on the value of women to God, using 

Mary and Martha as examples.  Elisabeth dealt with 

finance, but stressed that faith in Jesus Christ is of 

much more value than money. 

Later Gézáné Kovács, President of the Hungarian 

Baptist Womenôs Union, spoke  of brides. ñ We are 

brides of Jesus Christ and we are to be happy because 

of this.ò   

Last but not at least there were two personal testimo-

nies from Baloghné Kovács Magdolna and Sinka 

Katalin. Both of them shared a piece of their lives and 

told of Godôs work in them.  

The women who gathered enjoyed being in Godôs 

presence, learning from Him and each other and wor-

shipping Him together. They went home feeling so 

blessed.   

Rita Varga         more info on website. 
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B O O K  R E V I E W  

By Wies Dijkstra 

Its fiction buté already years ago these books 

changed my life and so I got sight of what really is 

going on in the worldé.  

 

Frank Peretti:  This present Darkness  and  

Piercing the Darkness. 

The first book appeared on Bookstore Journalôs 

bestseller list every month for more than eight 

years. Perettiôs two spiritual warfare novels, This 

Present Darkness and Piercing the Darkness 

captivated readers, 

together selling 

more than 3.5 million copies. Another book The 

Oath was awarded the 1996 Gold Medallion Award 

for best fiction.  

 

For kids, Peretti wrote The Cooper Kids Adventure 

Series (Crossways and Tommy Nelson), which re-

mains a best-selling 

series for children 

with sales exceeding 

1 million copies. In August 2000, Peretti released the 

hilarious childrenôs audiocassette series titled Wild 

and Wacky Totally True Bible Stories, reprising 

his role as Mr. Henry, the offbeat substitute Sunday 

School teacher found in two Visual Bible for Kids  

videos. Peretti released his first-ever non-fiction 

book, The Wounded Spirit in 2000, which quickly 

became a best-seller. The book addresses the pain of 

ñwounded spiritsò and was writted as a result of painful childhood experiences. 

Frank Peretti and his wife, Barbara Jean, live in the 

Western U.S. In spite of sudden fame and notoriety, 

Frank still lives a simple, well-rounded life that in-

cludes carpentry, banjo making, sculpturing, bicy-

cling and hiking. 

If you get the chance: just read the two first books, 

even if you donôt like to readé. 

You will see with new eyes to your daily life and you 

will be armed! 
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L E B A N O N  5 0  Y E A R S  L B W U  

Lebanese Baptist Women Celebrate 

By Nawal Nehme, President LBWU 

 I thank God that the Lebanese Baptist Womenôs 
Union is 50 years old this past year and that gives 

us a lot of joy in the Lord for His faithful-

ness.  Without the Unions the Sisters from differ-

ent churches would not know each other, would 

not share and pray with each other... Getting to-

gether makes us strong and encouraged. There is 

a great deal of power in unity.  Dealing with 

womenôs issues is something women should 

do.  Men are not so familiar with the needs of 

women!  Working and growing together is a great 

need for Christian women all over.  For doing all kinds of projects women need each 

other to get ideas and to share what the Lord is putting on their hearts. Praise His 

Holy Name. 

 

We had our 50th anniversary last December 2009.  Our guest speaker was our be-

loved sister Livija Lame and what she shared was very encouraging; she showed us 

pictures of our sisters in Europe and that made us feel like we were there right with 

them.  I personally learned a lot from her and already am putting it to use! 
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We had a wonderful celebration with around 100 sisters from around l8 churches, 

coming from far and near.  Some came from l20 kilometres away on buses.  We in-

vited previous Presidents of the Union and there were eight of them attending. We 

had questions for them regarding their experiences with the Union in the past. Our 

celebration coincided with the Day of Prayer and so we had a fancy lunch with a 

nice big cake that was large enough for everyone.  We also gave the sisters a special 

candle reminding them that we are like candles shining in a dark world. 

 

The best part of the Celebration was our guest of honour, sister Livija Lame, Presi-

dent of EBWU. She gave each one of the Presidents a scarf with EBWU engraved 

on it.   That was a nice gift to remind us of the importance of belonging to such a 

Union and of course our greatest Unity is with our beloved Saviour, and members of 

His body. Praise His Holy Name.  We prayed together, after we were divided into 

groups, for the different needs of the various Unions all over the World.  The sisters 

had a memorable time! We prayed for a new vision for the LBWU for the next 50 

years and asked for God's help in carrying on with our responsibilities as a team to 

do God's will for the Union in Lebanon.   

 

Please pray for us as we are in the process of changing our 50 year old constitution 

and changing many other things.  We are having our May general meeting in a cou-

ple of days and expecting over a 100 sisters to come.  Our speaker is a counsellor 

who will talk to the sisters about how to alleviate pressures in women's lives, which 

will be relevant to us. May God bless. 
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Greetings to my ñSistersò in Europe! 

I am the only daughter in my family - I always wanted a 

sister - and so it is fun to be able to call you ñsistersò.  

This article is ñsister to sisteròé. sharing from my heart.  

Several years ago, when I was directing the New Life 

Center in Thailand, a production team from Japan Na-

tional TV came to produce a documentary about our 

ministry.  The producer of the program was a lovely 

young woman, and I enjoyed working with her, intro-

ducing her to the women and girls at our shelter, helping 

her interview them and hear their stories.  But I could 

tell that as the days of filming went by, she became more 

and more frustrated with me.  I really couldnôt understand why -and then one after-

noon, she couldnôt hold her feelings in any longer.  ñLauran, you smile too much, 

youôre too joyfulò, she blurted out. ñI know that when you hear the stories from the 

abused women and children, you must cry a lot, and be depressed.  I know that all 

the years of working with these sad issues must make you an angry person, and the 

emotions must keep you awake at night.  These are the things that I want you to say 

on the camera.ò 

She was projecting her own feelings on to me, as she heard the girlôs stories.  But 

she didnôt know the Reason that we can have Joy and Peace in the midst of the sad-

dest of sad situations.  Her expression of frustration gave me an opening to share 

with her just why I wasnôt a sad and depressed person - most of the time.  Yes, of 

course, I did shed buckets of tears with the girls, many times, when their sadness of 

remembering when they were sold and raped and betrayed became overwhelming.  

Yes, of course, there were many moments when I cried out to God ñI canôt do 

enough to save them all!ò, and I felt helpless and hopeless.   

But through these most heart-wrenching of moments, when my staff and I were cry-

ing out to God, Godôs voice would speak quietly to us, and let us know that His 

Love was surrounding us, and that we did not need to be afraid.  We didnôt need to 

be afraid of either the past - or of the future.  We didnôt have to be in control of what 

happens now - or next.  We were only responsible to fulfill the Call that He had for 

us in this moment and listen carefully to His voice. We just had to Trust that Jesus 

would be faithful - to Help, Heal and provide Hope.  And He did. 

The cameras began to role again, filming this secular documentary about human 

trafficking and child prostitution, and I looked into them.  And I said that it was be-

cause God had Called me to this ministry that I was able to continue for years - and 

not be continually depressed.  It was, after all, Godôs work.  It was often messy, and 

chaotic, and unpredictable.  But what was most important was remembering Godôs 

unconditional Love for me and each one of everyoneôs messy lives  -  and then 

watching God do Godôs work.  In amazing ways.     
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L E T T E R  F R O M L A U R A N 

I would have been one of those depressed, anxious and hopeless people the TV pro-

ducer thought I should be - or felt that she would be - unless I could give up my 

need for control and let God do Godôs work.  Burn-out would have taken its toll and 

I would have quit - had I not been able to ñcast my cares on Jesusò - to literally put 

the tears and sadness and pain at the foot of His cross and trust Him for healing and 

restoration.  What a gift Heôs given us!     

Sisters, if you - or any of your friends have felt even a whisper of a call to minister 

with people in prostitution or victims of human trafficking, would you please con-

sider joining me so that we can pray and learn together about this Call?  Or if you 

know people who are involved in ministry with victims of human trafficking/

prostitution would you introduce them to this article and encourage them to join us?  

There are 3 opportunities coming up: 

September 30-October , 2010 Chisinau, Moldova  ñEscape 2010ò, sponsored by 

ñBeginning of Lifeò, Moldova and the ñInternational Christian Alliance on Prostitu-

tion/Europeò (ICAP/Europe).  You can find more information at:  

www.icapglobal.org  and click on ñEventsò. 

November 25-28, 2010, Vienna, Austria  European Baptist Federation (EBF) Anti-

Trafficking Working Group Networking Conference.  If youôve EVER wanted to 

know more about how to get involved in the context of your local Baptist church or 

Union, you need to come to this conference!  Contact Rev. Sven-Gunnar Liden 

sgl@skutan.baptist.se or myself for information. 

May 22-27, 2011 Green Lake Conference Center, Wisconsin USA.  This conference 

brings together those who have been called into ministry with people in prostitution 

and victims of human trafficking from all over the 

world. It is the Best place to learn and net-work with 

those from many contexts who are deeply involved 

with sharing Godôs Love with abused and exploited 

women, men and children.  www.icapglobal.org  

Click on ñEventsò.  The theme of this conference is: 

JOY!ò 

If you have questions about any  

of these conferences,  

contact me:  lauran@pobox.com 

 

Blessings to you on this  

exciting journey with our Loving Guide! 

 

Lauran.  

 

Rev. Lauran Bethell serves as 
Global Consultant, helping 
Christians to minister in Christôs 
name to victims of human trafficking 
and prostitution.   
She is a missionary with 
International Ministries ABC/USA, 
and is based in The Netherlands. 
 

http://www.icapglobal.org
mailto:sgl@skutan.baptist.se
http://www.icapglobal.org
mailto:lauran@pobox.com
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I B T S  C O N N E C T S  H E A R T S  

As I previously mentioned in my diary, the 

dissertation for my masters took much longer 

then I thought. I decided to start a new project 

because of a new theme that I began to pursue 

and it worked out very well. I started writing 

my dissertation, with the title ñYouth and chil-

drenôs work in Kazakhstan, 1960-1992ò. 

There were several reasons for choosing this 

topic. First of all, I was born and raised in Ka-

zakhstan, so I wanted to write about my coun-

try. Secondly, I have worked with children 

and teenagers in my home church for many 

years and I love doing it still, and thirdly it is 

a really interesting field, especially when 

looking at the history of a country or nation 

and you are able to see the changes that hap-

pened during that period. This new topic gave 

me much excitement, and I began the work by collecting material from a wide range 

of sources and interviewing people.  Although this task was at times daunting, I did 

not forget to spend time with my friends and take a break from the work.  On a crisp 

winter day some of the students decided to go ice-skating (I love it), however, my 

enjoyment reversed because I fell and broke my arm.  This was the first time in my 

life that I broke a bone, but what concerned me more was, that my deadline was still 

at the end of April and I needed to finish my dissertation.  

So struggling with the 

huge and uncomfortably 

heavy cast on my right 

hand I attempted to write 

20 000 words by April. 

What is interesting about 

this incident was that the 

first thing which I told 

when it happened was 

ñWhy did it happen to 

me?ò And later on when I 

looked back I was thank-

ful to God for many 

things: for the doctor who 

relocated the bones in my 

arm (I had a compound 

fracture) so that there 

was no need for surgery, 
Jenny with friends from Estonia - Student week at IBTS 


